REFLECTION
THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Leader:

We remember our animal companions
who are no longer with us physically.

All:

We give thanks for the gifts they gave us
and the variety of ways they enriched
and blessed our lives.

Leader:

We are confident that our Creator
continues to care for them.

All:

Thanks be to our God of All. Amen.
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BENEDICTION & SENDING FORTH

St. Francis by Jen Norton

The Feast of St. Francis
&
The Blessing of the Animals

ORDER OF WORSHIP

SCRIPTURE READING
God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,

GREETINGS AND WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:

Come, let us gather together.

All:

Let us join the gathering: we bring fins and feathers.

Leader:

Come, all is ready for all of creation.

All:

Let us join the gathering: we bring scales and fur.

Leader:

Come let us praise our Creator.

All:

We are loved: we bring skin.

Leader:

Come, with fins, feathers, scales, fur and skin.

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”
So, God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves,
of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them all.
(Genesis 1:20-22)

PASSING OF THE PEACE
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
PRAYER FOR CREATION
But ask the animals, and they will teach you;

OPENING HYMN: “Morning Has Broken”
Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world
Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven
Like the first dewfall on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the one light, Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day

the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;
and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know
that the hand of the CREATOR has done this?
In God’s hand is the life of every living thing
and the breath of every human being.
(Job 12: 7-10)

Our Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
Your kin-dom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
for Yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

